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6.1 Equitable access to telecommunications and other technologies to support teaching and learning.
By the end of SY2006, all public school sites and educational support facilities throughout Sarasota County will be inter-connected by a high-speed fiber data network.  Currently the network is aggregated back to the central school district data center using a DS3 circuit.

Each school is equipped with a Local Area Network (LAN).  LAN are 100Mb switched to the desktop.  All classrooms throughout Sarasota County are equipped with teacher and student workstations.  Every classroom has access to the district’s Wide Area Network, providing connectivity to the Internet and World Wide Web.  All school sites also have at least two instructional computing labs that utilize a range of educational software resources.  In addition, each teacher workstation provides access to electronic mail and administrative resources that include student demographic and academic performance data as well as tools for attendance and grade collection, and data analysis.

Each traditional K-12 school building in the district is equipped to receive Instructional Television Fixed Service (ITFS) reception, transmitted by microwave signal.  This service provides four channels of programming that is distributed to each classroom, as well as other resource rooms.  The majority of schools are equipped with internal television broadcast studios, providing for televised distribution of daily announcements and other programs produced by the school.

Access to electronic library card catalogs is provided using Mandarin/SIRS software on a network of computers in each school’s media center.  The system also provides Media Specialists with a system for checkout and inventory of books and equipment.

Individual departments providing electronic access to information work cooperatively with the Department of Pupil Support Services/ESE in meeting special needs, including those of students with disabilities.

A district web portal provides important information about the school district and provides easy access to individual school websites used to communicate school information.  An after-hours automated telephone information system provides information about the school district to people without direct access to the Internet or World Wide Web.

Future efforts will offer parents access to individualized data regarding their child’s learning progress and will attempt to address equitable access to technology resources beyond the school day.  Internal effort will focus on the development of an Intranet resource designed to offer staff effective access to a range of decision-making data and resources.

6.2 
District acceptable use policy for access to all systems including

Internet/World Wide Web.
The School Board of Sarasota County has developed a collaborative plan to maintain the integrity of the electronic systems that support teaching and learning.  Under the authority of local School Board Rule 8.60, the Superintendent of schools has directed the departments that provide telecommunication and electronic communication access to ensure that adequate procedures are in place that define approved standards of use.  These procedures include, but are not limited to:

· Acceptable Use Policy (AUP)
This document provides a guideline to staff and students on the appropriate use of Internet and World Wide Web technologies and provides for specific actions in response to violations of local acceptable use procedures and/or State and Federal Statutes.

· Copyright Guidelines
This document provides staff with a checklist of copyright rules.  It serves to remind staff of the proper procedures that must be observed when duplicating information, both in printed and electronic formats.

· Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA)
The School Board of Sarasota County is in compliance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act, which was passed into law by Congress in December 2000.  Through the use of effective Technology Protection Measures and an approved Internet Safety Policy, the school district is taking action to protect students from harmful information.

6.3 
Online Protection Measures

The School Board of Sarasota County has established an ongoing procedure to filter and block access to Internet sites that contain pornography, obscenity, and content harmful to minors.  The School District is in compliance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA), inclusive of the following three components.

· Implementation of a Technology Protection Measure

· Implementation of an Internet Safety Policy

· Advertisement of a Public Notice and Holding of a Public Hearing
















6.  ACCESS





The access component of the plan should include, but not be limited to, district policies or procedures to address:


Equitable access to telecommunications and other technologies to support teaching and learning by:


Providing for the equitable distribution of resources to support the Sunshine State Standards;


Providing access for teachers, parents and students to the best teaching practices and curriculum resources through technology;


Providing access for students with special needs including those students with disabilities;


Providing appropriate access to external instructional service and programming providers, such as public libraries, charter schools, remote teaching sites, home school connections, online products and other services; and


Providing access to information for decision-making by teachers and administrators.


District acceptable use policy for access to all systems including Internet/World Wide Web that:


Protects the confidentiality of students,


Protects intellectual property rights, licensing agreements and legal/ethical standards for sharing of resources with other educational entities and


Maintains the integrity of systems, programs and information resources.


The policy must address the following issues:


Access by minors to inappropriate matter on the Internet and World Wide Web;


The safety and security of minors when using electronic mail, chat rooms, and other forms of direct electronic communications;


Unauthorized access, including “hacking,” and other unlawful activities by minors online;


Unauthorized disclosure, use, and dissemination of personal information regarding minors; and


Measures designed to restrict minors’ access to materials harmful to minors.


6.3	A Technology Protection Measure is a specific technology that blocks or filters Internet access.  It must protect against access by adults and minors to visual depictions that are obscene, child pornography, or – with respect to use of computers with Internet access by minors – harmful to minors.  It may be disabled for adults engaged in bona fide research or other lawful purposes.
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