Sarasota County Educational Technology Plan SY2006-2009



2.1 District profile

The year 2004 population of Sarasota County was 355,477 with a year 2008 projection of 380,000  The county encompasses 625 square miles.

The year 2004 population composition by race was White 92 %; Black or African American 4.2 %; American Indian and Alaskan Native 0.2%; Asian 0.8 %; Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander 0.1 %; Some Other Race 1.1 %.  The population composition for Hispanic or Latino of any race was 4.3 %. 

The population characteristic breakdown for Sarasota County in 2006 was:

	% Population 0-5 years
	4.7

	% Population 6-11 years
	5.6

	% Population 12-17 years
	5.7

	% Population 18-24 years:
	4.6

	% Population 25-34 years:
	8.1

	% Population 35-44 years:
	13.4

	% Population 45-54 years:
	13.8

	% Population 55-64 years:
	12.2

	% Population 65-74 years:
	15.3

	% Population 75 years and over
	16.6

	Median Age
	50.7


The Per Capita Income as of 2000 was $37,034 (courtesy of the FL Research and Economic Database).

The April 2006 Unemployment Rate was 3.2 %.

On any given day there are approximately 3,000 homeless persons in Sarasota County, and it is estimated that 50% are under the age of 18.

The Sarasota County School District is geographically the 6th largest school district in the State of Florida, with 44 miles separating the northernmost school from the one furthest to the southeast.

	INCOME AND EDUCATION

	Total household income ($US)
	12,342,325,632

	Median household income ($US)
	43,229

	Per capita income ($US)
	37,034

	High income average ($US)
	457,033

	Education - % less than high school (Age 25+)
	11.4

	Education - % high school (Age 25+)
	34.4

	Education - % some college (Age 25+)
	26.3

	Education - % college (Age 25+)
	19.0

	Education - % graduate degree (Age 25+)
	8.8

	
	


The Sarasota County School District has 21 elementary schools, 6 middle schools, 5 high schools, 3 Exceptional Education schools, 1 K-8 school, 1 Adult and Community Education school, 1 technical school, 8 Charter schools and 6 Alternative schools.  The total number of students as of February 2006 was 41,666.

31.4 % of students are eligible for free and reduced lunch (2005-2006 data).

The mean Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) math and verbal scores for 2004-2005 exceeded the state and national averages, continuing a multi-year trend. 

The average standard score for the  American College Test (ACT) composite scores for 2004-2005 exceeded the state and national averages.
2.2 Planning Process   
The Sarasota County School District developed a technology vision on the foundation set by the principals of the Next Generation Teaching (NGT) plan.  The principals of the NGT Technology vision were published in a support document entitled, “Next Generation Technology: A strategy for bringing digital support to Next Generation learning.” (Appendix 1) This vision was presented to our Technology Oversight Committee, which is made up of representatives of all departments and schools.  

The plan authoring team used this resource and a variety of other resources to align to the current the district technology plan.  During the initial phase of the authoring process, individuals responsible for the coordination of key areas of technology provided information to the district Chief Information Officer for inclusion into the vision.  They included representatives from media and instructional materials, ESOL, assistive technology, adult literacy, instructional management systems, instructional television, educational access cable television, curriculum integration, and school based personnel.  Information provided was utilized to develop the foundation for the district technology plan and a correlating priority of technology needs.  

The technology plan authoring team took special care to ensure that the Superintendent’s leadership team had consistent involvement in the development of this plan.   The Superintendent reviewed the authoring team’s final draft and provided additional input.  

A draft was provided to School Board members for evaluation and comments.  

Following School Board approval on June 20, 2006, the Sarasota County Educational Technology Plan for SY2006-2009 was submitted to the Florida Department of Education.

2.3 Collaboration with existing adult literacy service providers to maximize the use of such technologies and project resources

The Adult and Community Education Center (ACEC), as a Sarasota District Public School, is the largest adult literacy provider in the county.  The ACEC provides literacy instruction for over 5000 students annually in several areas to include Adult Basic Education, English for Speakers of Other Languages, General Educational Development, the Adult High School, the High School Career Academy, Adult Enrichment, Family Literacy and Senior Learner Programs.  All programs incorporate technology into instruction and technology integration has been chosen as a primary area of focus in ACEC’s District School Improvement Plan and Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Accreditation Plan.  The ACEC works collaboratively with Sarasota district elementary, middle, and high schools by sharing classroom space and also utilizes mobile laboratories to bring instruction to different communities.  

The ACEC is the district leader on the Sarasota County Literacy Alliance (SCOLA).  This Alliance is composed of other community-based adult and family literacy providers.  Collectively, this Alliance charts all course objectives for adult literacy initiatives.  

The Suncoast Workforce Board (SWB) is a regional agency that compliments the literacy and workforce vision of the Adult and Community Education Center (ACEC).  The SWB supports two county one-stop centers, which utilize complete technology laboratories with which the ACEC offers a series of courses to meet adult literacy needs.




2.  GENERAL INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND





The general introduction/background component of the plan should include, but not be limited to:


2.1 	District profile: Provide relevant social, economic, geographic and demographic factors influencing the district implementation of technology.


2.2 	Planning Process: Provide a description of technology plan development process to include but not be limited to:


Development of partnerships with community, business and industry, and


Integration of technology in all areas of the curriculum, ESOL and Special Needs including students with disabilities.


2.3 	Collaboration with existing adult literacy service providers to maximize the use of such technologies and project resources.
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