Dialectical Journal Criteria


· Your deep thoughts should be varied and show insight (so what does this really mean?) into the literature.  

· Set up your paper as shown below.
· Include a minimum of one quote and thought for each chapter (or as instructed).

Deep thoughts:

· (Connection) This reminds me of another specific incident (t-s, t-t, t-w) when . . . 

· I infer / conclude that . . . because
· Based on this line, I predict . . . (expound) 
· I am confused here because . . . 

· These words/actions reveal _____ about the character because  . . . 

· This line reinforces the theme of . . . (explain)

· The author’s tone/attitude (specify) is revealed when . . . 
· (L) The author’s figurative language (metaphor, simile, symbolism, etc.) 

· (I) The author’s use of imagery . . .

· (D) These details show / reveal . . . (explain)

· (D) The author’s use of diction (specify) demonstrates . . .  
· (S)  The syntax here (serves what purpose?) . . . 

(Example)

“Any one of them might have been the one I was looking for.  Unbelievable that there were other trees which looked like it here.  It had loomed in my memory as a huge lone spike dominating the river bank, forbidding as an artillery piece, high as the beanstalk.  Yet there was a scattered grove of trees, none of them of any particular grandeur” (7).
The narrator has returned to his boarding school to see two sites, one being a tree.  When he arrives at the river bank, he cannot tell one tree from another at first glance.  To come so far to see a tree must mean that the tree is of particular importance to the narrator, especially as “it loomed in [his] memory as …. huge…and…dominating…” (7).  The language Knowles uses to describe the tree is quite severe.  He says he remembers it as “a huge lone spike,” which denotes a deadly weapon.  He goes on to describe the tree as forbidding like artillery, which makes the reader think that this tree somehow has violence associated with it.  When the narrator recognizes the tree in reality, he sees it for what it is, one of many trees, “none of them of any particular grandeur” (7).  This tree is the one he and Phineas jumped from, but that seems more entertaining than threatening at this point.  Most likely, this tree will be involved in something sinister later on.  The negativity of the diction must serve as foreshadowing of frightening events to follow.[image: image1.png]



